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STRETCHING FOR QUALITY IN YOUR WALK WITH JESUS 

Part twelve 
First John verse by verse - Pastor Don Horban

THE DISTINCTIVE MARK OF A NEW HEART 

1 John 3:11-18 - "This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. {12} Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous. {13} Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. {14} We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. {15} Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. {16} This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. {17} If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? {18} Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth." 


1 John 3:1 - "How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!" 


Ever since John wrote those words he has been unfolding the application of them. How prone we all are to fall in love with the verse rather than apply the words. People love LOVE more than they love PEOPLE. 


The plain fact that John holds before us is a simple deduction from that great first verse: IF I'M GOD'S CHILD AND YOU'RE GOD'S CHILD, THEN WE'RE RELATED. I didn't just get a relationship with God when I got saved. I got a relationship with you. Do you care if your children hate each other? 


ILL How did you react when you heard of that mom in North Carolina who locked her kids in the car and dumped it in the lake? 


What made that story newsworthy was not just that two kids died. But the shocker was they were killed by a relative - and a mother at that! 

1) JOHN TELLS A SPECIFIC STORY OF TWO BROTHERS 


1 John 3:11-12 - "This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. {12} Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous." 


Now you have to ask a question as you read those verses: Does John actually have this secret fear that this church is full of people who are plotting to murder the person sitting behind them in church? 


"Do not be like Cain, the murderer!" I would never kill any of you even if I had the chance. You wouldn't either. I might get a little bitter with you - and John would say, "There it is. That's just like Cain!" 


"No it isn't." "Yes it is." "No it isn't." "Yes it is." 


Or could it be that there's something else here. Could it be that John is talking about God's view of my heart - THAT GOD IS JUST AS GRIEVED - AND I AM JUST AS GUILTY IN HIS EYES WHEN I HATE MY BROTHER AS CAIN WAS WHEN HE KILLED HIS BROTHER? 


Could it also be that JUST AS MUCH DAMAGE IS DONE TO MY SOUL WHEN I HATE AND STRIKE BACK AS WHEN I KILL? 


Could it also be that I'M GOOD AT HATING CAIN'S SIN WHILE LOVING MY OWN?Do I lose the ability to see and define sin as clearly when it's in my own mind and heart? Is John trying to shock me into seeing my own blind spots? 


2) EVERY ACT OF HATRED AND BITTERNESS IS ONLY A MANIFESTATION OF THE DEVILISH STATE OF MY OWN HEART. My hatred reveals nothing of my brothers heart. Only mine. 


1 John 3:12 - "Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous." 


John is sharp-shooting here. He's an old, wise apostle. He knows how the human heart works. He knows that, in my mind, whenever I hate anybody - whenever bitterness grows in my heart - it's ALWAYS because I'm right and they're wrong. That is always the way my nature exercises it's option to hate. 


John says "NO! Hatred only shows the state of your own heart. It's always of the devil." 

And, like murder, hatred and bitterness is never easily justified. 


ILL Imagine coming home from an evening out. You've left your 15 and 4 year old sons home alone. As you come into the living room you see the older son, with the poker from the fireplace in his hand, beating the now lifeless body of the younger. Blood is all over the couch and carpet. 


In horror you scream out, "What in the world are you doing?" And then you discover the elder has no grief or remorse in his voice whatsoever. Only hatred and anger spew forth as he says, "He had it coming. He came in while I was watching TV and turned the channels without asking." 


Can you imagine any parent saying, "O! I didn't realize that. I guess he had it coming, the little rat." 


No. All of us would say, "It doesn't matter what he did. NOTHING he did allows for what you did. That's insane!" 


And that's the point John is making here. HATRED AND BITTERNESS BLINDS. Whatever my brother did to me can only be overcome with good. Hatred only poisons my soul. 


Love, on the other hand, works totally differently: 


1 Peter 4:7-8 - "The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins." 


Proverbs 10:12 - "Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs." 


"Well, if we do that, Pastor Don, we'll be going soft on holiness and purity." 


No. No we won't. I'm not to cover up my own sins. Leadership in the church is to deal with the sins that require discipline. And all sins that don't receive proper retribution in this fallen world get their due on judgement day. No sinner gets away scott free. Not ever. 


Now we know that only the blood of Jesus can cleanse anybody from their sin. That's not really what Peter is arguing about. He writing about MY RESPONSE TO THE SINS THAT PEOPLE COMMIT AGAINST ME IN THE CHURCH. 


Peter says that real love covers those things up. It bears with the wrongs of others. It will suffer the pain others inflict without striking back or holding a grudge. 


This all gets so practical in a church setting like ours. If you're new here, let me tell you something about this church. People will do things to you that you don't like in this church. This church will do things you don't like. Decisions will be made that you won't agree with. People will say things that can be unkind and thoughtless. Many times people can do harm without even meaning to. 


Peter and John are talking about what plan of action you have when things upset you. HOW ARE YOU GOING TO CHOOSE TO RESPOND? 

Peter says when everything hits the fan - when tempers flare - when in the most literal sense all hell breaks loose on the church there is going to be a terrible mess unless mature Christians remember that - "The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. {8} ABOVE ALL, love each other DEEPLY, because love covers over a multitude of sins." 


3) JESUS CHRIST IS MY PATTERN FOR LOVING AND FORGIVING OTHERS WHO HAVE WRONGED ME 


1 John 3:16 - "This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers." 


Jesus is not an example to be admired. He's a pattern to be copied. The emphasis is on DOING what Jesus DID! 


IT ALWAYS COSTS SOMETHING TO LOVE AND FORGIVE 


When God forgives me it means I don't get the punishment I justly deserve from God. It means that God Himself picks up the tab for my wrong actions and attitudes. That's the only way I can be forgiven. I can never qualify for it. For God to forgive me it means He suffers when it's all my fault. 


That is always the way forgiveness and love works - whether divine or human. If I'm not willing to graciously bear the deliberate wrongs of others - even in the church - than I never will be a forgiving person. 


John says we love by giving up all personal rights. Peter says this must be practised "above all" in the Body of Christ. Paul says it's the nature of love to "bear all things." 


Everywhere you read the NT you'll find this same emphasis. 


4) THE EMPHASIS IS SO STRONG BECAUSE BITTERNESS IS THE HARDEST SIN TO COME OUT OF IN CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE 


1 John 3:12, 14-15 - "Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous...We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. {15} Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him." 


Underline those words "BELONGED to the evil one" and "REMAINS in death." These sins, more than any others, cement in the soul. It's hard for us to let go of them. 


You can preach about tithing and have people repent and tithe. You can preach about morality and have people repent and come clean. You can preach about worship and have people begin in fresh ways to open up to God. But preach on bitterness and the person who is bitter will hate you for preaching about it. It happens that way all the time. 


That's why there's always a special urgency in the NT to deal immediately with these sins for the sake of my soul: 


Hebrews 12:14-15 - "Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. {15} See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many." 


Ephesians 4:31 - "Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice." 


Have you gotten rid of all of those things in your heart? 


Notice that all of those things have to do with relationships with others in the church. You may not be clean in everything but watch out for these sin in particular. 


We need a revival of patience in the body of Christ. Christians are becoming increasingly short-tempered with brothers and sisters in the Lord. We're so quick to insist on stating our case - on seeing justice done - on letting others know when we're not pleased. 


We need to see a return of the sweetness of Jesus as well as the holiness of Jesus in this place. The Holy Spirit needs to come again and make us less abrupt - more meek and easily entreated. A gentler Body of Christ needs to emerge before the watching world. 


5) LOVE IS THE DISTINCTIVE SIGN OF JESUS IN THE HEART 


There are three other issues tied to this matter of loving brother: 


a) 1 John 3:14 - "We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death." 


"WE know we have passed from death to life" - Assurance. Silencing the stabs of a questioning heart. SENSING the presence of Father God when we draw near. 


John says all of these are directly tied to that one person whom I'm bitter towards in the Body of Christ. 


b) John 13:34-35 - "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. {35} By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 


"By this all men will know that you are my disciples..." - The witness of the church in the world is the issue here. What makes outsiders look and say, "WOW, you just can't deny the reality of God in that place!" 


DOCTRINE? What we believe is very important. John has already talked about how important it is for the church to look at the teaching it receives and make sure it is in order. 


The church looks at doctrine. But not the world. 


What about HOLINESS? Holiness is vitally important. Without holiness nobody will even see the Lord. John has already warned about making sure our words and our lives say the same thing. 


But what does Jesus say the world uses for its measuring stick of His presence and power in our midst? OUR LOVE. Even if everything else is in place, if there's bitterness, and anger and hatred the world will never be drawn to Jesus. Everything else the church does is wasted. 


c) John 17:20-21,23 - "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, {21} that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me...I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me." 


This is different again from the other two passages. The first relates to assurance. The second gives the world the right to evaluate my conversion on the basis of my love for my brother. 


This passage goes even further. The world will not only form an opinion about ME from my love for my brother. It will form an opinion about JESUS by my love the my brother. 


Now, remember these words come from Jesus Himself. "I'm giving the world the right to reject Me on the basis of the love they see in you for your fellow Christian. You can undo all that was accomplished on the cross by your grievance with your brother!" 


Until the world sees the love of Jesus - the same kind of love Jesus had for me - until the world sees that kind of love, not just preached and admired, BUT PRACTISED WITH THOSE WHO WRONG AND REJECT ME - until the world sees that, it will not listen to my words about Jesus Christ. 

6) THREE PRACTICAL ILLUSTRATIONS 


a) Coffee with a pastor in California - sharing about a prominent chruch in Canada. 

"People are quicker to shoot from the hip then ever before in the Body of Christ. Nobody feels any need to quietly submit to others anymore. It's scary." 

b) Lady in office - clothing ministry moved into Cedarview - "the Pastors don't want it here. It will attract a certain kind of people and they don't want that." 

Someone just "STIRRING UP" dissension. And there will be some people who will hear that and believe it. And they'll tell two friends. And they'll tell two friends. And so on and so on. 


c) The third illustration is harder because it's about me. I wanted so badly to phone that lady up and preach this whole sermon to her on the phone. I was boiling inside. 

The Lord talked to my heart. Not in clear words. 

Let me tell you what I mean when I say "the Lord talked to me." 

Usually I end up in what seems like an argument with myself. But it didn't start by any conscious effort on my part. And it's an argument that I end up losing, in spite of the fact that I'd dearly like to win. 

I was there with the phone in my hand. But I stopped and was immediately made to feel the sourness of my own heart. It was a terrible feeling. Like a poisoning at an accelerated rate. 

"Don, don't you believe that all sin is against God? Yes. I knew that was true - "Against Thee and thee alone have I sinned." So this person who has wronged you has really wronged Me? Yes, I suppose that would have to be true. "Tell me, Don, do you see me striving to get even with them?" 

No. I didn't. "Then why should you?" 
What exactly does God do with all the sins committed against Him by Christian people all around the world every day? All the impure thoughts, the greed, the anger, the broken relationships, the violence, the stubbornness? Where does all that sin go? 
I know that Jesus died to provide complete forgiveness to this day. But of all the evil things done by the church right now, none of them can ever be undone or taken back. After God says "I forgive you," what happens to all the pain in His heart caused by all of us who sin against Him, knowing better all the while? 
I'll tell you what God does with all the sorrow for my sin. He endures it. He bears with the cost of my redemption every single day. He's merciful every day. He pardons every day. He puts up with more than you and I will ever suffer in a million lifetimes. 
And He calls us to do the same. 
1 John 3:14 - "We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers." 

